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Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies Early 
Childhood-6 Distance Education Completion Program 

 
About the Program 
The Department of Elementary Education at Stephen F. Austin State University is pleased 
to offer a program for a special group of students who seek the early childhood through 
sixth-grade certification for teaching and a Bachelor of Science degree in Interdisciplinary 
Studies. 
 
We know that there are many dedicated students who are unable to pursue traditional 
campus-based, college careers. Therefore, even though we highly recommend face-to-face 
courses and think these courses best serve most students, we are pleased to offer an 
online program in order to meet the needs of this special population. This program is 
offered for TEXAS residents only. 
 
This special group of students includes the following: 

•   people who are paraprofessionals (aides) in public schools 
•   Head Start teachers, assistant teachers, coordinators or curriculum specialists 
•   heads of household with dependents 
•   people who have full time jobs and cannot attend regular daytime classes 
•   primary care providers for family or other dependents 
•   individuals at a distance from a university 
•   others with extenuating circumstances 

	  

Dates & Registration 
For Fall enrollment, applications are accepted through August 1. For spring enrollment, 
applications are accepted through November 1. 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all application materials are thoroughly 
completed and received by Stephen F. Austin State University and the Department of 
Elementary Education. 
 

 sfaonline.sfasu.edu 
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Costs & Financial Aid 
Since this program is only offered to Texas residents, in-state tuition will apply.  
 

Estimated Semester Costs* 
(Based on Fall 2019 Tuition Costs) 

Hours taken in one 
semester 

In-State Online Tuition & 
Fees 

Out-of-State 
Tuition & Fees 

3 hours $1161.50 $1521.50 
6 hours $2312.00 $3032.00 
9 hours $3462.50 $4542.50 
12 hours $4613.00 $6053.00 

*These costs do not include all fees (course fees, lab fees, books, etc.).  
 
Please visit the SFA Tuition Calculator for more information regarding tuition costs. 
 
Financial aid is available to those who qualify. For more information, please contact the 
SFA Financial Aid Office at (936) 468-2403. 
 
The TEACH Grant provides scholarships to qualified individuals who seek to obtain a 
degree with initial teacher certification in special education. Learn more information on the 
SFA Financial Aid Office’s TEACH Grant page.  

 
Admission Requirements & Process 
Applicants should already possess: 

•   Self discipline and technological skills  
•   GPA of 3.0 in approved 45 hours of specified courses  
•   Prior or current experiences with children and access to an EC-6 classroom for field 

experience  
•   Commitment to four trips to Nacogdoches, Texas, to coincide with laboratory 

courses 
 
Priority will be given to applicants who are currently serving as paraprofessionals in early 
childhood through sixth grade classrooms, but other eligible students are encouraged to 
apply. Students who exhibit exemplary writing skills reflected in this application will be 
given priority admission. 
 
Priority will also be given to students living sixty miles or more from campus or having 
other circumstances limiting the ability for on-campus instruction including but not limited 
to:  

http://www.sfasu.edu/controller/businessoffice/students/tuition_calc.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/admissions-and-aid#section=financial-aid
http://www.sfasu.edu/admissions-and-aid/financial-aid/types-of-aid/grants
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a.   head of household with dependents,  
b.   fulltime job,  
c.   primary care provider for family or other dependents, or 
d.   other extenuating circumstances.  

 
How to Apply 

1.   Email Ms. McClain to ensure that you are eligible to apply. 
2.   Submit EC-6 Distance Education Application to Ms. McClain. 
3.   Upon acceptance, apply to Stephen F. Austin State University via ApplyTexas.org. 
4.   Have all official transcripts sent to SFA Admissions. 
5.   Apply for Financial Aid (if needed). 
6.   Contact Ms. McClain for course advising. 

 

Planning Your Transfer Coursework 
SFA has some excellent tools available online to help you as you plan for and work through 
your two years at a community/junior college: 
  

1.   The 2-year planning guide for the BSIS degree – this outlines the lower-level 
courses required for the degree and identifies those courses’ common course 
numbers (which are used by most community/junior colleges) 

2.   The online course equivalency guide – this guide shows exactly how the courses a 
student takes/has taken at a community/junior college transfers to SFA. 

 

EC-6 Course Curriculum 
To provide teacher candidates with exemplary classroom experiences, they must come to 
Stephen F. Austin State University and observe/participate in the Early Childhood 
Laboratory and Charter School classrooms for two to three days to coincide with 
designated laboratory classes. Only one trip to campus per semester will be necessary.  
 
The SFASU courses must be taken in a specified sequence. Candidates may take twelve to 
fourteen hours per semester. A candidate may wish to take only six to nine hours per 
semester, but would continue to take the courses in sequence. 
 
The program is designed so the online courses required to complete the degree could be 
completed in five semesters excluding summers. Additional courses from community 
colleges could be taken during summers. 
 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/849e0d_77f2f83ef6634a6b9de68ded5b94c45e.pdf
https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.WBX
https://ssb.sfasu.edu/sg/wf_cc_planning_guide.p_2_year_planning_guide_result?in_head=BSIS%20Interdisciplinary%20Studies&in_core=BSIS_CORE&in_prog=EDU_BSIS_INS&in_found=INST_FOUND&in_majr=&in_area=&in_conc=ASED,SELA,SGMT,SSCC,SSOC&in_core_exists=&in_majr_area_exists=Y&in_found_exists=&in_coll=ED
https://ssb.sfasu.edu/sg/wf_admissions.p_course_equivalency
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Classes in the EC-6 program include university-based courses designed to develop future 
teachers' knowledge and skills in education along with field-based courses designed to 
give future teachers hands-on experiences in working with children. 
 
Core Curriculum 
The core curriculum includes 44-45 hours in Communication, Mathematics, Natural 
Sciences, Humanities and Visual and Performing Arts, and Social and Behavioral Sciences. 
 
 
Interdisciplinary Academic Major 
The Interdisciplinary major includes courses in Early Childhood as well as courses designed 
to develop teaching techniques in Reading, Math, Science, Art, Music, and Health and 
Physical Activities. 
 
Pre-Professional Teacher Education 
Pre-professional teacher education courses provide the foundational skills and knowledge 
in areas of early childhood education, foundational learning theory, and early 
reading/literacy development. 
 
Practicum I 
Practicum I (typically completed in the 2nd semester of a student's junior year) gives future 
teachers the opportunity to work directly with students in a classroom setting, focusing on 
literacy/reading skills and social studies content, while taking additional courses in 
education. 
 
Practicum II 
Practicum II (typically completed in the 1st semester of as student's senior year) gives 
future teachers experience teaching science and mathematics to students in a classroom 
setting, while taking additional courses in education. 
 
Student Teaching 
Student teaching (completed in a student's final semester) provides extensive and full-time 
experience in a classroom setting. 
 
 
 
 
  
	  
	  
 

http://coe.sfasu.edu/



